
 
 
 
 
Contact information: There are several ways to contact me: 
 Email: richardson@unt.edu (best way) 

Office hours: I will be available for onsite office hours every  
Tu and Th from 11-12:15 or by appointment. 
Blackboard messaging: You can send me a message via Blackboard. 
 

Disability Accommodation: 
The instructor will cooperate with the university's Office of Disability Accommodation to provide 
reasonable accommodation to students who need it.  Students who wish to self-identify and request 
assistance under this policy should register with the Office (located in the University Union) by the 
second class day and inform the instructor. 
 
Course Rationale and Objectives: 
Sport directly or indirectly touches many facets of U.S. culture, communities, and families.  
Professional and amateur athletes kneeling during the national anthem generates controversy and 
interrupts political discourse; research into head injuries raises questions about the long-term 
viability of American football; the Houston Astros World Series win suggests sports teams can 
raise the morale and spirit of disaster-stricken communities; LaVar Ball’s constant promotion of 
and involvement in his sons’ basketball careers renews questions about proper parental 
involvement in children’s sports endeavors; and, the banning of Russia from the 2018 Winter 
Olympics reminds us there is rampant cheating in sport.  While all of these issues involve sport, 
at their core, they are created and sustained by communication.  Indeed, this course was 
developed at a time when scholarly research into communication and sport phenomena was 
initiating.     
 
Thus, the purpose of this course is to introduce students to the scholarly (and practical) domain 
of Sport Communication. At the conclusion of this course, students should have a basic 
understanding of the dimensions of sport phenomena that are of interest to sport scholars and 
have a rudimentary knowledge of the theoretical and empirical approaches taken toward those 
phenomena. Specifically, the goals for this course are that students will come to understand sport 
(communication) research from three perspectives: (1) a practical, or “how to” perspective aimed 
at improving performance, (2) an interpretive perspective that addresses how sport participants 
make sense of their participation, and (3) a critical perspective that questions the problematic 
aspects of sport, including gender, race, and class imbalances.  
 

TEXTBOOK AND READINGS: 
Billings, A. C., Butterworth, M. L., & Turman, P. D. (2018). Communication and Sport: 
Surveying the Field (3rd Ed.). Los Angeles: Sage. 
 
Additional readings will be posted on Blackboard. These are not “optional readings.” They are 
relevant to the lecture material, the course assignments, and to the exams. You are responsible 
for ensuring that you access copies of all class handouts. 
 

COURSE STRUCTURE 
For the first time, COMM 4120 will be taught using a blended format - a mix of face-to-face (FTF) 
class meetings, online course content delivery; and hands-on, self-managed learning.  
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In addition to meeting once a week, you will be utilizing Blackboard to view lectures and complete 
other various assignments and activities.  The course is designed for you to apply the principles you 
learn in both the online lectures and readings to your FTF class discussions and activities.  YOU 
ARE EXPECTED TO LOG-IN TO THE COURSE VIA BLACKBOARD AT LEAST TWICE 
A WEEK THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER.  Please note that all activity is recorded by the 
Blackboard systems. 
 
Blackboard 
The Blackboard course site includes:  syllabus, announcements, supplemental readings, video lectures, exam 
reviews, and additional, important course information.  Additionally, grades will be posted online during the 
course of the semester.  Please check Blackboard regularly.  If you cannot sign onto Blackboard, it is your 
responsibility to contact Blackboard and request help during the first week of the semester.   
 
Technical difficulties with Blackboard Learn are the responsibility of the student. If you 
encounter technical difficulties during the semester, you need to contact the Blackboard Technical 
Support Desk: 
Email:  Helpdesk@unt.edu 
Phone:  940.565.2324 
 
Additional support is located on the Blackboard Course Login Page: https://learn.unt.edu. 
Should you request additional time for an online assignment from your instructor due to 
technical difficulties, you MUST have a Ticket number from Blackboard as a reference. 
 
Extra Credit: 
You can receive extra credit for attending one of the following events, taking a photo of yourself at 
the event, AND writing a 1-2 page (doubled-spaced) report about your experience and at least one 
way it related to course content. You will turn in your report with photo attached. You do NOT need 
a reference page for this assignment.  Each opportunity is worth 10 points. You may complete up to 2 
options for a total of 20 points total on the 700 point scale. All extra credit opportunities are due no 
more than one week after you attend the event.  Acceptable events include any of the following: any 
youth, high school, collegiate (including intramural events), or professional sporting event, e.g. 
NASCAR race, a Mavericks, Wings, professional rodeo, boxing, MMA, Rangers, or Roughriders 
game, and others. One other option is to see the movie “I, Tonya,” turning in your ticket stub and 
your 1-2 page report, within one week after your see the movie.  
 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 

I. Required Midterm Exam: All students are required to take a midterm exam that will have an 
objective format (e.g. multiple choice, true/false, matching). The exam will cover material from the 
first half of the semester. (125 pts) 
 
II. Required Final Exam: All students are required to take a final exam that will have an objective 
format (e.g. multiple choice, true/false, matching). The exam will be held during finals week and 
will cover material from the second half of the semester. (125 pts)   
 
Note: There are no makeup exams for the midterm or final. If you miss an exam, you lose the 
points associated with it. The only exceptions are due to documented sickness, death in the 
family, or some other catastrophe. I am very unlikely to allow you to take an exam after the 
scheduled time if you do not contact me prior to the exam.  
 

mailto:vista@unt.edu
https://learn.unt.edu/


 

 

3 
 
 

 

III. Sports film analysis paper: For information about this assignment, please see the Assignment 
Instructions packet. (100 pts.) 
 
IV. Group documentary film: Students will be assigned to groups and tasked with developing a 
10-12 minute documentary on a sports-related issue.  A description of this project is included in 
the Assignment Instruction’s packet (220 points: 150 product, 20 – proposal, 50 – peer 
evaluations).   
 
V. Discussion posts: On 7 occasions this semester, I will place online prompts that you will need to address 
using Blackboard’s discussion feature.  These are short, reflective writing assignments.  For each module, 
you will need to make at least one original post AND replies to two of your classmates’ posts. 
 
Here is a sample prompt as it might appear on Blackboard: 

America’s Parking Lot documentary 
There are multiple themes running throughout this documentary about highly-identified 
Dallas Cowboys fans.  After viewing the film, comment on 1 major theme using scenes or 
characters in the movies in your comments.  Consider the following as suggestions: 
Themes 

• Positive outcomes stemming from high team identification 
• Negative outcomes stemming from high team identification 
• The relationship between ritual, e.g. tailgating, and building or sustaining team 

identification 
Second, answer these questions:  Did the Dallas Cowboys franchise owe Tiger and Cy a 
better opportunity to recreate their previous game-day experience? Why or why not? Do you 
know anyone like Tiger and Cy in terms of their dedication to a sports team? 
 
Expectations 
Please post your original response by Thursday at 11:59 p.m., and comment on the posts of 
two classmates by Saturday no later than 11:59 P.M. 
Grading 
A rubric is provided which explains the expectations and point distribution for this 
assignment.  

 
VI. Pop quizzes: On 6 occasions this semester, you will have an opportunity to earn 10 points (60 
points total) for successfully completing a pop quiz.  Dates for these assignments are random.  
These assignments will cover readings, or video watching assignments from the online module. If 
you have thoroughly read and thoughtfully considered the readings and watched any assigned 
videos you should excel. There will be NO make up opportunities for these assignments and any 
pop quizzes MUST be completed during the first 5 minutes of class. Note: I will give one 
additional participation assignment and let you drop your lowest score. (10 points ea. = 60 
points).   

 
Total points breakdown 
Midterm exam     125 pts. 
Final exam     125 pts. 
Sports film paper       100 pts.  
Doc proposal       20 pts.  
Team documentary    150 pts. 
Peer evaluation         50 pts. 
Discussion posts (7 x 10 pts. each)   70 pts. 
6 pop quizzes (6 x 10 pts. each)    60 pts. ______ 
      Total   700 pts.  
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Grade determination 
The points in this class are based on the assignments discussed above. Your final grade is based 
entirely on the sum of those points assigned in the class, and I will adhere rigidly to those points.  
The points correspond to the following university guidelines: an A is reserved for excellent 
work; a B is for above average performance; a C is awarded for average work; a D simply means 
passing, and an F indicates below average, nonpassing work.  Points-wise the grades will be 
categorized as follows: 630-700 = A; 560 – 629 = B; 490 – 559 = C; 420 – 489 = D; 0 – 419 = F 
 
Course policies 
Attendance is taken at the beginning of class using a seating chart. A student is expected to arrive on 
time and be present for the entire class period.  To allow for illness or other unforeseen situations, 
students in the course are allotted 2 absences. Excused and unexcused absences count the same, with 
the one exception being university-related absences, e.g. debate team, college athletics, etc.  Each 
absence beyond the limit will result in your final course grade being lowered by 15 points per 
absence (e.g. from 435 to 420 for one excessive absence).  Excessive absences caused by serious 
health problems will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. You will be counted absent if you do not 
sign the “sign-in” sheet. If you are too late, and miss the “sign-in” sheet, you will be counted as 
absent.  Cases where someone signs in for another student will be treated as academic misconduct 
cases.  
 
Please note: If you arrive on campus at 9:15 a.m. and expect to find a parking place near the building, 
you’re going to be disappointed. So, make the proper adjustments because habitual tardiness will cost 
you.   
 
** We will only meet once per week. Therefore, our time is limited and we need to maximize the use 
of our time together.  Students seen texting in class or surfing the internet will be counted as absent.      
 
Late work. Except under the most extreme circumstances (and documentation of those 
circumstances is required), no late work will be accepted. If you encounter an emergency situation of 
some kind, it is best to communicate with me about it earlier rather than later. It is not fair to others 
who met the deadlines if I accept yours late. Also, no longer are printer troubles and computer 
problems reasonable excuses for late papers. I suggest knowing the equipment well enough and 
allowing ample time in case of problems.  Before attempting any of the written assignments, please 
see the course packet for instructions and grading criteria. All written assignments are due at the 
beginning of class or they will be considered late. Late papers on either the case studies or the 
final project will be graded for half credit.  This is a severe penalty, but it is better than zero points 
(plus, you get the feedback on the paper). It is not fair to others who met the deadlines if I accept 
your’s late. I will not accept any papers more than one week late.  
 
Academic Dishonesty. All persons shall adhere to the Code of Student Conduct regarding academic 
honesty, including acts of cheating and plagiarism.  Of particular concern in a course with written 
and oral assignments is the issue of plagiarism. Plagiarism is defined by Webster’s (1989) as “the 
appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and thoughts of anther author, and representation of 
them as one’s original work” (p. 1100).  In other words, plagiarism is stealing. You must cite your 
sources accurately and consistently in both your oral and written assignments. Penalties for 
plagiarism will vary according to severity and will range from a failing grade to prosecution through 
the University System.  Your film analysis papers will be uploaded to turnitin.com.   
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Writing quality assumptions. Every paper you turn in must be of quality, both in content and style. 
I will not accept papers with grammatical and typographical errors. I expect you to take advantage of 
the programs that guard against such errors; however, there is no substitute for good proofreading. 
All papers must conform to APA standards. 
 
Crisis Contingency. In the event of the university closing for weather-related reasons or illness 
outbreak, e.g. flu, please visit the course website on Blackboard. I will provide instructions on how to 
turn in assignments and how the class will proceed utilizing Blackboard’ Announcements function. 
 
Completing the Course. Students are expected to complete all assignments for this course during 
the semester.  Assigning a grade of “incomplete” is rare, and in order to request an “I,” the student 
must meet these requirements:  a) The student must have completed at least 75% of the course 
assignments; b) The student must be passing the course; c) There must be an unforeseen and 
compelling reason why the course cannot be completed on time (usually a medical or military 
reason); and d) The student must present a plan for completing the assignments within the time 
period specified in the catalog. 
 
The Communication Studies Library Hours are Monday (8-11; 12-5); Tues. (9-5); Wed. (8-11; 
1:30-5:00); Thurs. (9-5); and Friday (8-11; 12-4:00).  Our current catalog of books and handbooks is 
located on the communications Studies Website: https://communication.unt.edu/research/library 
 
First day drops: The instructor reserves the right to drop students not in attendance on the first class 
day, if other students are attempting to add the course. 
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Tentative Course Schedule 
 

We’ll generally follow the pattern of the book.  Each chapter of the book will be accompanied by a 
learning module on Blackboard, which will always include 1-2 video lectures.  You will want to 
watch these and take notes accordingly.  Modules may also include additional readings, links to other 
video clips, and discussion board prompts and questions.  
 
Date Activity 
Jan. 16 FTF: Course and personal introductions; sport case study 

and generate list of documentary topics 
Jan. 18 

 

Ch. 1 Module - Introduction to Communication and 
Sport 
Primary Objectives: To understand key terms for the course; 
understand how the book/course is organized; understand 
three primary research paradigms; get to know each other 
better. 
  

Jan. 23 FTF: Discuss Ch. 1; further discussion of documentary 
topics; 

Jan. 25 

 

Ch. 2 Module – Community in Sport 
Primary Objectives: to understand the community of sport; 
to know the four key “players” of sport and key 
characteristics associated with them, to be introduced to the 
power of narrative in sport and how it affects our 
perceptions.  
 

Jan. 30 FTF: Discuss Ch. 2; group formation 
Feb. 1 

 

Ch. 3 Module – Sports Media 
Primary Objectives: to understand framing theory and 
parasocial relationships; to understand sports’ relationships 
with traditional and newer forms of media; to conduct a 
low-intensity qualitative analysis of user comments to a 
sports story. 
 

Feb. 6 FTF: Discuss Ch. 3  
Feb. 8 

 

Ch. 4 Module – Sport Fan Cultures 
Primary Objectives: to understand different types of fans; to 
become familiar with “team identification” and related 
research; to understand how identified some people are to 
sports teams; and, to gauge your own team identification 
level. 
  

Feb. 13 FTF: Discuss Ch. 4 
Feb. 15 Ch. 5 Module – Sport & Mythology 

Primary Objectives: to understand myths and their 
connections to sport; to understand the hero, anti-hero, and 
sports as religion.  
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Feb. 20 FTF: Ch. 5 Discussion  
Feb. 22 

 

Ch. 6 Module – Gender in Sport 
Primary Objectives: to understand competing perspectives 
of gender and events fostering participation in sport; to 
understand hegemonic masculinity and how it is 
promulgated in sport.   
 

Feb. 27 FTF: Ch. 6 Discussion 
March 1 

 

Ch. 7 Module – Race & Ethnicity in Sport 
Primary Objectives: to understand the interaction of 
race/ethnicity and sport, including examples of overt vs. 
passive racism; to understand the concept of stacking;  
 

March 6 FTF: Ch. 7 Discussion; Group proposals due 
March 8 Midterm Exam 
March 13 & 15 Spring Break 
March 20 Group project workday 
March 22 

 

Ch. 8 Module – Politics and Nationalism in Sport 
Primary Objectives: to understand how ideology is fostered, 
including how politicians use sports to further their agendas; 
to understand how athletes express political resistance; 
understand sports and globalization relationships; and, to 
learn what happens when attempts to use sports to promote 
political ideology backfire.  
 

March 27 FTF: Ch. 8 Discussion 
March 29 

 

Ch. 10 Module – Communication and Sport in Parent-
Child Interactions 
Primary Objectives: to understand how things have changed 
on parent-child sport landscape; understand causes of sports 
rage;  
 

April 3 FTF: Ch. 10 Discussion 
April 5 Ch. 11 Module – Player-Coach Relationships in Sport 

Primary Objectives: to understand causes of coach burnout; 
types of parent-coach relationships; discuss coaches as 
leaders, including how they communicate in important 
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contexts.  
 

April 10 FTF: Ch. 11 Discussion 
April 12 

 

Ch. 12 Module – Small Groups/Teams in Sport 
Primary Objectives: to understand key group concepts as 
related to sports: synergy, cohesion, norms, and conformity; 
learn the effects of hazing in sports and how leaders emerge 
on sports teams; understand the relationship between social 
identity and sport. 
 

April 17 FTF: Ch. 12 Discussion; (SPOT open until 5/3) 
April 19 

 

Ch. 13 Module – Crisis Communication in Sport 
Organizations 
Primary Objectives: to understand key group concepts as 
related to crisis in sports: types of crises, apologia, and 
antapologia; to understand sensemaking and information 
management in sport  
 

April 24 FTF: Ch. 13 Discussion 
April 26 

 

Ch. 14 Module – The Commodification of Sport 
Primary Objectives: to understand the concept of 
commodification, accumulation, spectacle, and nostalgia, 
and their relationships to sport(s); the perils of corporate 
sponsorship; understand outcomes of sport 
commodification; understand collegiate sports 
whistleblowers’ experiences. 
 

May 1 FTF: Ch. 14 Discussion  
May 3 Documentary projects shown in class  (Last Class Day) 

(Peer evaluations due) 
May 10 Final Exam 8-10 a.m. 
 


